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The primary objective of the subcommittee in this inquiry was to determine 
the extent of the employment of homosexuals and other sex perverts in 
Government; to consider reasons why their employment by the Government is 
undesirable; and to examine into the efficacy of the methods used in dealing 
with the problem.

Overt acts of sex perversion, including acts of homosexuality, constitute a 
crime under our Federal, State, and municipal statutes and persons who 
commit such acts are law violators. Aside from the criminality and immorality 
involved in sex perversion such behavior is so contrary to the normal accepted 
standards of social behavior that persons who engage in such activity are 
looked upon as outcasts by society generally. The social stigma attached to 
sex perversion is so great that many perverts go to great lengths to conceal 
their perverted tendencies. This situation is evidenced by the fact that 
perverts are frequently victimized by blackmailers who threaten to expose 
their sexual deviations.

In further considering the general suitability of perverts as Government 
employees, it is generally believed that those who engage in overt acts of 
perversion lack the emotional stability of normal persons. In addition there is 
an abundance of evidence to sustain the conclusion that indulgence in acts of 
sex perversion weakens the moral fiber of an individual to a degree that he is 
not suitable for a position of responsibility.
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Dear President Kennedy:

I write to you for two reasons: (1) To ask that you act as a “court of last
appeal” in a matter in which I believe that you can properly act as such; 
and (2) perhaps much more important, to bring to your attention, and to 
ask for your constructive action on, a situation involving at least 
15,000,000 Americans, and in which a “New Frontier” approach is very 
badly needed. These people are the nation’s homosexuals—a minority 
group in no way diff erent, as such, from the Negroes, the Jews, the 
Catholics, and other minority groups. . . .

You have said: “Ask not what can your country do for you, but what can you 
do for your country.”10 I know what I can best do for my country, but my 
country’s government, for no sane reason, will not let me do it. I wish to be 
of service to my country and to my government; I am capable of being of 
such service; I need only to be allowed to be so. Thus far, my government 
has stubbornly and irrationally refused to allow me to be so, and has done 
its best to make it impossible for me ever to be so. This is equally true, 
actually or potentially, of millions of homosexuals in this country—well 
over 10% of our adult population. Not only the society in which they live, 
but the government under which they live, have steadfastly and stubbornly 
refused to allow them to serve and to contribute. . . .

(written by Frank Kameny, May 16, 1961)
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